
SUN HUNG KAI & CO. HONG KONG RACE WEEK 2023 

Incorporating the 2023 29er Asian Championship  

Hong Kong Race Week is one of the leading International One Design dinghy and invited 

classes regattas in Asia and as an event has attained the highest of environmental awareness 

awards, working with the Sailors for the Sea organisation since 2015.  

As an annual event, Hong Kong Race Week repeatedly demonstrates a collective commitment 

to improving our marine environment by recycling, minimising waste and avoiding single-use 

plastics.  

The event has been well recognised for their commitment to the Clean Regatta and Sailors for 

the Sea cause by the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club, and the club applies all the principal 

elements across daily operation.  

1. Eliminate Single-Use Water Bottles and Provide Water Refill Stations 

From the onset ς the RHKYC has been actively promoting the banning of single use plastic products at the club. 
On 4 May 2016 ς the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club announced that the Club will no longer sell beverages in single-use 
plastic bottles nor provide members with plastic bags or plastic straws. This initiative took effect from 8 June 2016, an 
auspicious date being the internationally celebrated World Oceans Day, a United Nations recognised day of celebration 
and action for the ocean held every 8 June. 
Then RHKYC Rear Commodore of {ŀƛƭƛƴƎΣ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 5ŀȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άwŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ the amount of waste being dumped into our 
oceans is one of the challenges of our time. Here in Hong Kong, where recycling is effectively non-ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
impossible to sail far without being struck by the amount of plastic that finds its way into our waters and onto our 
ōŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ !ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ȅŀŎƘǘ ŎƭǳōǎΣ wIY¸/ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ 
innovation and leadership in no longer using or providing plastic bags, bottles or straws. I am proud of our cadets for 
showing the way through their successful initiatives promoting the use of reusable water bottles over the past three 
editions of Hong Kong Race Week and grateful both to our management and to our membership for now taking up the 
ΨǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŦǊŜŜΩ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƻǊƭŘ hŎŜŀƴǎ 5ŀȅΦέ 

 

άbŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ hŎŜŀƴ IŜŀƭǘƘέ - NO SINGLE USE PLASTIC BOTTLES!  

Reusable Water Bottles 

As one ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wIY¸/Ωǎ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ IƻƴƎ Kong Race week continues to strive to ensure the regatta is run to the 
highest sustainable manner. This year in line with the RHKYC policy ς to not sell, provide, or encourage the use of single 
use plastic bottles due to the detrimental effect to the environment, both sailors and volunteers were supplied a 
souvenir aluminium reusable water bottle to use, as part of the SUN HUN KAI & CO. HONG KONG RACE WEEK welcome 
pack initiative and encouraged to use other reusable bottles.  
 
Water refilling stations were in both female and male changing rooms, in 6 other 
locations scattered throughout the boat park and hardstand which provided large 
water carboys (bottles are recycled with the distributor) with pumps to refill 
personal water bottles, along with water jugs available at the bar for a top up. We 
also have a large capacity water filter machine that is located on the hardstand 
which further reduces the need to purchase water.  
 
Permanent signage in and around the club indicates water refill stations with 
additional signage mounted to indicate further  refill stations on the hardstand. 
 
 



Carboys were also distributed to all Race Committee vessels and coach boats so sailors and volunteers could refill their 
bottles while on the go out on the racetrack. 
 
 

       

 

2. Eliminate Plastic Straws 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлмс ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǳǎŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ς plastic straws have also been eliminated 

from the RHKYC.  Straws are not issued  - by request only and in paper form.  

3. Serve Food with Plastic-Free Dinnerware 

This year more conscious decisions were made on food preparation for the regatta and the after-racing sailor snack 

were prepared in sugar-based recyclable bento boxes, enabling the reduction of food waste by giving the sailors the 

ability to take the food with them and not discarding  ½  eaten meals and adding to food waste. Standard metal cutlery 

was used with the option for wooden cutlery being available on demand if the meal was required to be taken away with 

the sailor.   

 

Local food favourites were served up with a vegetarian offer. 

 

                                                                        

 



4. Use and provide reusable bags 

As part of the events sustainable souvenir items pack initiative, all sailors and volunteers were issued with a dry bag 

backpack.  Not only a very practical reusable souvenir, as a highly sought-after competitor & volunteer participation 

souvenir,  the popularity of the item encourages the continued use of the bag, also making it a significant advertisement 

tool for our regatta. 

  

     

The use of non- single use bags ς a RHKYC branded and issued bag, were used for the distribution of lunch packs daily for 

the volunteers. Each bag is clearly labelled for the race management team boat and at the end of each day the bags are 

returned, rubbish responsibly distributed for recycle and then set up for use again the next day. Bags are used year on 

year.  *All our sandwiches are wrapped in paper with no plastic wrap used.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Awards -  Practical items and upcycled medals 

Regatta Awards:  
 

Our regatta medals were all upcycled and produced by a socially responsible group who vocational train and employ 

handicapped and disability workers, to assist with their production.  Wooden wine crates are sent from the Royal Hong 

Kong Yacht Club and upcycled in the production of regatta medals.   

Additionally, the sailors received a useful cotton towel with their medal. 

        

6. Publicity of HKRW sustainability efforts & certification  

Participation in the Clean Regatta program starts with the noted inclusion in the HKRW Notice of Race:  
 

ά1.8 This event is designated a Clean Regatta by the Sailors for the Sea, a non-profit organisation that educates and 

empowers boaters to protect and restore our oceans and coastal waters. Our goal is Platinum Level.έ 

Dedicated Website with specific content: Our Website home page includes our past certification as a Clean Regatta for 

sailors of the Sea on the home page and includes the Sailor for the Sea logo in the footer for every page. 

 
Promotion ƻŦ IYw²Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ the Sailors for the Sea is an ongoing pledge which is undertaken throughout the 

entire year ς not just over the event period. 



Targeted Newsletters & social media content to competitors and volunteers: 

 

 



     
 

    

 
 


